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As the coxswain for the men’s novice crew team in college, Willi Evans, 25, had to sit face-to-face

with crewmember Jon Galloway, 25, every day. “Apparently, he didn't mind that my job was to boss
him around!” she says. They had their first date on October 1, 1998, and were married exactly seven
years later, after Jon surprised her by proposing in a garden (he had placed the ring box in the
center of a heart he had fashioned on the ground with roses).

Since Willi has a penchant for party throwing, she hired a wedding planner (Maegan Both) o
handle just the rehearsal dinner and the day-of coordination. That way, when the wedding week
arrived, “Maegan took over, and [ sat back and enjoyed myself,” Willi says.

Chocolate brown and pink provided the color palette for this autumn extravaganza, spilling
into everything from the dotted invitations to the tulle-wrapped Mexican wedding cookie favors tied
with pink and brown ribbons. Instead of a cake, the couple opted for big cupcakes frosted in the

weddings rich colors. The strapless chocolate brown bridesmaid dresses pulled the look together.
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Willi’s fitted Pronovias gown flared into a short train at the bottom
and featured a V-shaped off-the-shoulder neckline. A local seamstress
with the Satin Rose made the fingertip-length veil, which detached to
leave a blusher that Willi wore all night long. A ruby and peatl necklace
that both her great-grandmother and grandmother had worn at their
weddings graced Willi’s neck, and the good-luck sixpence that Jon's mom
had carried when she got married was tucked into her right shoe.

The nighttime ceremony and reception took place at Court In
The Square, a grand glass-covered atrium nestled between two historic
buildings. “It has a definite street party vibe to it,” the couple says.
Bagpipes accompanied the bride and her father’s walk down the aisle,
before the bride and groom exchanged personalized vows in front of
a fountain full of floating pink dahlias and flickering candles. Glass
hurricane lanterns and streetlamps added to the ambience.

For dinner, the couple wanted their favorite kind of grub: Mexican,
Empanadas and mini rostadas were served while a live Mariachi band
spiced things up during the cocktail hour. The couple’s friends and
family also had fun with the rented photo booth, pasting their strips of
pictures next to their signatures and well wishes in the guest book. Then
everyone dug into a fajita bar and sipped Mexican beer. Willi and Jon
raved about their sweetheart table, saying, “We actually had a chance to
chat with each other during the reception, and to eac!”

While Willi loves the picture of Jon and her leaving under a shower
of sparklers, guests got a kick out of having their own pictures taken
in the old-fashioned photo booth. “The booth was busy all night and
produced unlimited photos,” says Willi, “so our guests were able ro take

home a strip (or two) as a memento of our wedding.” —A.A4.

Choose an unexpected color combo. Instead of the
typical orange and red hues often used in fall weddings, Willi
and Jon set the seasonal tone with pink and brown.






